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Audra (left] and Chandell prepare ta o o the wrestling mat In Lisa Blackstone's
“Grappling Grls.™ a short film that is part of Lunafest 2008.

CHARITABLE CINEMA

== Lunafest :: Festival featuring short films by
and about women raises money for local nonprofits

The pighth edition of the Lunafest shorl -fim fes-
thval haa girks wha wreatls; s woman trying to rid
herself of her imoer made voice, another who wants
o be a man (mavbs) and a centonarian whis bas
seen firsthond the profness of women.

SFhere are some great conversation sfarters)’
said festreal diractor Brooke Galden, o Berlosley
resident. “Wa'renot thebiggest festival, butwe've
bearmed o lot i eight years™

Actually, many nonpoeit grovps coakd leam &
ket from Lunafest's wmicquoe mode] for fond sy
itz a traweling fostival, eponsored by Luna, smalk -
o iof mokrition bers, of fms by and aboul somen.
Itz cavefully selectad 90-minmte collection of 10
shor films premisees fomight 81 the Falaoe of Fine
Arts lo Bam Franciseo [last year's-adithon promisrod
wt fhee Hertst Theatred and everttoally will plage at
atsourt 150 cities aeross the country over the next
sevetil momths. Eacl showing rases money for
charities and nomprofits i the commumnity wiere
the filne ire showny tonight's premisse banefifa
San Francisco's Breast Cancer Fand, which has
raized more than $200,000 daring paal Lonafests,

Any momprofit can: schedules g Lamafest; the
progrann will play inoflesr Bay Area venues bo ben-
gfit local charities, including Sohastopol (Boa 74,
San Pablo (Febc 74, San Fraoclsco sgain (Aanch &)
amd ‘Walmat Craek (Maorch 7

Actually, there's another “charity" Lonstest
bemvefits: fiimmakers,

ey gawe os 8 thoosand dollars ™ s:d Sen
Framcdaco resident Jessica Sisom, whose "Huna M5

/

Mamsng [(hiy Mother Bald)™ 18 one of two Alms In
the festhwl from Bay Ares directors (Haorriet
Storm™s rancgender docomentary, “Kaden” 12 the
oither].

Sison's Milm, aboust her 100-year-old grand-
mother (whiz will be in attendance tonight], has
been in deveral ffm festivale, inchuding Tribaca,
Yoo don't got pald for those. Bot Sison sald (he
meposire af Lansfest b= more meaningfol than the
TOTnEY.

The draw b2 wour [Hm will be seen n ol these
differont ritios” sxid Sisom, whinte fremds and ret-
alives En Seatile, Hoosbon and the Bew York-Hew
Jarmey ares will be able to see her film

Lumafest™ aminal sttendance 1s sbout 20,000,
Giolden said, [t has mised about £470,000 overni]
it besal monpradite,

Tonight's premiere will be bosted by the Das-
covery Channel's graen-Hring sapert; Sara Snoe,
el willl inciude o preview of o onlinee celebaily
aucton that fnchudas tems domated by actrass
Aumeerica Ferter, Sent. Horlsarg Boxer and imodel
Chriaty Turlingten, & Bay Arcs natire.

= ., Allen Johmson,
sjohmsnni@sfehroniele. cons.

& pom. (VIP reception) and 7230 pom. (films
program ] tonight, Palace of Fine Aris,
3301 Lyon 5t., San Framcizon, [(Ba&) TRl -
82335, www. breastcancoriund. ang £ lums
fest8 or wwws lunafest.org.

Find movie reviews and listings at sfgate.com /96hours

REP PICKS

2z “Flow™ 21 "Are we doomed?"” Himmaker
Irena Salingd was asked. “1 don't 1ike to think
that way," she said with a laugh by phone
from New York. “But this walks hand-in-
hand, like brother and sister, with global
WHTTIINE- -.- You kind of lave to give people a
punch, 8 wake-up ¢all? Salina's globe-trot-
ting documentary on the very real problemn of
the decreasing world supply of clean waler is
super-scary {¢an you imagine wars belig
tought over water instead of, say, oil?), su-
per-informative (Califormia bas only 20 years
of clesn water left, apparently) and — g sign
it's doing s job — makes you thirsty. Une of
1he most pertinent questions: Do corpora-
Hons have the right to Tuy waler, a5 nafural &
resouTee iy air? Starts Fri. Lomiere Theutre,
1572 Calitorriia St., San Franciscn, {415) 267-
4803; Shattuck Cinemias, 2230 Shattuck
Ave., Berkeley, (510) 404-5080, wunw. lind
muarkthectres. com.

53 "Red Heroine™ 3z One of the earlies! sur-
viving martial arts Titms — achually the sixth
eplsods of a 13-part gilent serial made in
1620 — chronicles the rise of a female war-
rior, and this is 70 years Betore “Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon” It has one showing
oy, wilh live gecormpaidment by Boston's
Devil Music Ensemble. 8:30 pomne Frl The 4
Star, 2200 Clement St., San Franciseo. (415)
666-3488, www. nlsf.con,

22 12th Annual MadCat Women's inter-
national Film Festival :: Refrospective
hlasts from pasl festivals open this year's
edition Friday, and it concludes Tuesday
with silent films with live mugical accompa=
nitert — and free barbeécue! — under the
stars. P at Artists' Television Access, 992
Valencia St 5.F. (415} 824 -3800; Tue. at El
Riws, 318 Mission 5L, {415) 282-3325, www.
madeat filmfestival.org.

= iz, Aller Filmeson
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